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You will need: Answer booklet/paper

INSTRUCTIONS
 ● Answer all questions.
 ● If you have been given an answer booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer 

booklet. 
 ● Use a black or dark blue pen.
 ● Write your name, centre number and candidate number on all the work you hand in.
 ● Do not use an erasable pen or correction fluid.
 ● At the end of the examination, fasten all your work together. Do not use staples, paper clips or glue.

INFORMATION
 ● The total mark for this paper is 90.
 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].

*
1
5
7
2
5
7
7
0
0
9
*

DC (CJ) 315804/1
© UCLES 2023



2

0499/21/M/J/23© UCLES 2023

1 Mahābhārata (adapted text)

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. 
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 

 (a) (i) Which sage’s hermitage is spoken of in line 1? [1]

  (ii) How is the sage described? (line 1) [1]

 (b) Translate ‘saḥ tasyām anantaram asnihyat’. (lines 2 and 3) [3]

 (c) What question did Duṣyanta ask? (line 3) [2]

 (d) Whom does Śakuntalā name as her father? (line 4) [1]

 (e) Where did Śakuntalā’s mother abandon her? (line 4) [1]

 (f) What was the name of Śakuntalā’s son, and what did he do? (lines 6 and 7) [3]

 (g) How did Śakuntalā show hospitality in line 5? Say if you think it is important to show hospitality 
in today’s world and give a reason for your answer. [3]

 [Total: 15]
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2 Mahābhārata – Bhagavad Gītā

 Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 Chap. 3, verse 19; Chap. 9, verse 26; Chap. 10, verse 3

 (a) How is Arjuna instructed to perform action? (line 1) [1]

 (b) What, according to line 2, is the result of performing actions in this way? [3]

 (c) Name three of the offerings mentioned in line 3. [3]

 (d) Do you think that making such offerings with love, as line 3 suggests, is helpful? Give reasons 
for your view. [2]

 (e) Translate lines 5 and 6. [6]

 [Total: 15]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

 (a) Give two details for each of the following:

  (i) karman [2]

  (ii) saṃskāra [2]

  (iii) prakṛti [2]

  (iv) vikalpa [2]

 (b) Manas and buddhi are two aspects of the antaḥkaraṇa. Explain the contrasting functions and 
characteristics of these two aspects. [4]

 (c) Agni, fire, is one of the great elements with its property, form or beauty. Name in Sanskrit 
another great element and the English translation of its property. [2]

 (d) Devayajña is sacrifice to the gods. Name, in English, three of the four other types of sacrifice.
 [3]

 (e) Briefly explain each of the following literary terms:

  (i) āraṇyaka [2]

  (ii) vedānta [2]

  (iii) smṛti [2]

  (iv) purāṇa [2]

 (f) Write a short essay in English, of about 100 words, on one of these two topics: 

  EITHER
  (i) Brahmā, Viṣṇu and Śiva are said to be responsible for processes in creation. Explain this 

system giving details of their consorts and say whether you think this is a valid way of 
viewing these processes.

  OR
  (ii) The concepts of puṇya (merit) and pāpa (sin) are important in the Sanskrit epics. Explain 

these concepts, giving examples of each and say whether you think these concepts are 
relevant today. [10]

 [Total: 35]
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4 Hitopadeśa

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. 
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 An old tiger has offered a golden bracelet to a passing traveller.

 

 (a) Translate ‘kena cit pānthenālocitam’. (line 1) [4]

 (b) (i) What does the compound ‘ātmasaṃdeha’ mean? (line 2) [2]

  (ii) What type of compound is this? [1]

 (c) (i) What is being said in line 3? [3]

  (ii) What comparison supports that idea? (line 4) [1]

 (d) (i) What is being said in line 6? [3]

  (ii) How has the poet made the message memorable? (line 7) [1]

 (e) What does the traveller say aloud? (line 8) [3]

 (f) Translate ‘vyāghro hastaṃ prasārya darśayati’. (lines 8 and 9) [5]

 (g) How does the traveller describe the tiger in line 9? [2]

 [Total: 25]

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



6

0499/21/M/J/23© UCLES 2023

BLANK PAGE



7

0499/21/M/J/23© UCLES 2023

BLANK PAGE



8

0499/21/M/J/23© UCLES 2023

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge 
Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download 
at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge 
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge.

BLANK PAGE


